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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
 While it’s summer and vacation time in 
the U.S. and Canada right now, in Honduras it’s 
rainy season (the cooler season) and the middle 
of the school and business year.  Church 
programs are in full swing and groups are 
implementing the activities they’ve planned.  We 
apologize that it’s been several months since our 
last contact.  Because of that, this prayer letter 
will be a bit longer than usual.  We have many 
things to celebrate in the ministry here: 
 
Join us in praising God for… 
1) Integral Church Growth Workshops: 
Ellen, along with Francisco Avila, president of 
the CRC of Honduras, traveled to Quito, Ecuador 
in May to be trained to lead this workshop on 
healthy church growth. So far they have trained 
45 leaders in two regions of Honduras (in June 
and August) and three other trainings are 
scheduled in the next two months.   Oscar 
Gómez, one of the pastors who participated in 
the first training has already told us about how 
the training has helped his congregation (Sabana 
Grande CRC). The training helped them clarify 
their vision as a church and start a ministry in the 
poorest community in their city (Calle Vieja).  
Once a week members of the congregation walk 
45 minutes up a  dirt path to take food and 
children’s clothing to distribute and to hold an 
evangelistic service.   At present the Sabana  
 

 
Grande congregation meets on the porch of a 
house and is praying that God will provide land 
for them to have a church building.  Please 
pray for God’s blessing on their ministry in 
Calle Vieja and for God to provide a more 
adequate place for worship for them. 
 
2)  The Workshop for Youth on 
Adolescence, Dating & AIDS  Over 100 
young people and leaders from several 
different congregations attended the one-day 
workshop that addressed the topics of  1) the 
physical, emotional and interpersonal changes 
that occur during adolescence,  2) a Christian 
perspective on dating and  3) how to prevent 
AIDS.   We thank God that parents and 
churches are becoming aware of the need to 
speak out on these subjects and not let young 
people be shaped by media and the culture 
around them. 
 
3) A roof for the Buena Vista church 
building   Because of the age and the weight of 
the clay tile roof, the wooden beams of the 
Buena Vista church are buckling.  The church 
has worked hard to raise funds and we praise 
God for SonBeam International’s willingness 
to help the church cover the remaining funds 
for materials needed to replace the roof. 
 
4) Teacher Training: 
We thank God for the 5 Canadian teachers who 
were sent by the British Columbia Christian 
Teachers Association to lead a workshop for 
teachers from four Christian schools.  The 
teachers were challenged to think about what 
values they want their students to learn and 
shared ideas on how to teach these values.  In 
an environment where learning is often reduced 
to memorization, it’s great for teachers to have 
strategies to go deeper in their teaching.  These 
teachers also traveled several hours to visit 
each of the four Christian schools to share 
teaching methods in different subject areas. 
5) Study Bible Training 
In June Ellen led a training for 21 pastors and 
key leaders in southern Honduras on how to 



use a Study Bible.  For most of these leaders this 
is the only resource they will have for preparing 
sermons and lessons. The commentary notes, 
maps and other helps provide essential 
information. After three hours of learning to use 
the helps and reviewing the basics of sermon 
preparation, each of the participants received a 
Study Bible to use in their ministry.  We thank 
God for the generosity of the Verstraete family 
who donated the Bibles and for the eagerness of 
the leaders to learn to use this important 
resource.  We’re also glad to have another Study 
Bible training scheduled for 12 leaders in Colón 
(on the North side of Honduras) at the end of 
August. 
 
6) A Constitution for the CRC of Honduras 
Leaders of the CRC of Honduras have 
successfully drafted a constitution that they will 
submit to the Honduran government in order to 
be legally incorporated.  Thank you for praying 
for the leaders as they discussed and wrestled 
with the policies.  We praise God for the 
consensus they were able to reach and pray that 
the churches will agree to this constitution. 
 
7) Volunteer Katie Nelson 
This summer a college student with cross-
cultural experience, a love for people and skills 
in Spanish and children’s ministry has been 
working with a congregation in San Pedro Sula.  
We praise God for the way the congregation has 
embraced Katie and how Katie has been able to 
share her gifts in ministry with the congregation 
(and with two other congregations in the area).  
 
8) Our daughter Grace is now two and three-
quarters years old.  She loves to be with people 
of all ages and is thrilled to play soccer with 
anyone who is willing (and who doesn’t mind 
her hogging the ball).  She’s still very small (she 
was just over 22 pounds at her check-up last 
week) and we continue to do everything we can 
to put weight on her (she’s so active that she 
burns almost every calorie she consumes!). 
   

 
        Study Bible Training in the South 
 
 
9) Ministry moving forward 
We are thankful for your prayers for our 
planning and reporting work.  With eight 
groups to work with in different parts of the 
country the last four months have been filled 
with almost weekly travel.   This has been 
challenging for us physically and for our life as 
a family.  We praise God for safety on the road 
and for good planning sessions with the leaders 
in each region.  Even though we are short-
staffed at present, we’ve seen good things 
happening in each region and are glad that 
we’ve been able to be work with all of the 
different leaders. 
 

               
                  Grace at 2 ½ years old 
   
 



10) New colleagues 
CRWM has hired a new missionary for the work 
here.  Caspar Geisterfer and his wife Leanne 
Talen-Geisterfer will be arriving sometime at the 
beginning of 2009.  Caspar will be working with 
Ellen in the area of church and leader 
development.  Leanne will continue her work as 
the CRWRC (Christian Reformed World Relief  
Committee) Regional Team Leader.    Paul will 
continue as the volunteer field treasurer, 
managing CRWM funds and doing monthly 
financial reports to send to the home office.  
 
 
Please pray for: 
1) The workshop on Reconciliation Skills 
scheduled for Sept. 25-26.  Pray that the 25-40 
leaders who attend will learn to be promoters of 
peace and healing in families, churches and 
communities. 
 
2) The National Consultation on High Risk 
Youth Oct. 30, 31 & Nov. 1.  Pray that this kick-
off for the Strategy for Transformation will sow 
seeds for collaboration and ministry to high risk 
youth throughout Honduras. 
 
3) Integral Church Growth Workshops:  
         Aug. 23:  Choluteca (in the South) 
         Sept. 6:  San Pedro Sula (in the North) 
         Sept. 20: Juticalpa (in the East) 
Pray that leaders are encouraged and motivated 
by the study of Biblical principles and new 
strategies for healthy church growth. 
 
4) Programs the CRCNA is helping to support 
through funds and consulting: 
 Theological education in these regions: 
                  The South, Olancho, Mangulile, San  
       Pedro Sula & Colón 
            Sunday school in three churches in San 
       Pedro Sula 
            Evangelistic programs in Olancho, San 
       Pedro Sula, Mangulile  (these are both 
       events and also financial help for  
       church planters)  
  
 

         Church building construction and repair 
       in the South, Olancho, Mangulile, 
      San Pedro Sula and Colón 
 
5) The CRCNA teachers who are starting 
their new school year at the Academia Los 
Pinares and the International School. 
 
6) Financial Support for our ministry  
Please pray that God provides the funds 
necessary for us to continue our ministry in 
Honduras (see the box below for details). 
 
 
We are so grateful for your prayers, cards,  
letters, emails, financial support and love.   
 
With you in His service, 
Ellen, Paul & Grace VanTongeren 
 
 
NOTE:  We have a new post office box 
number in Honduras!  (see below) 
 
 
Mailing address in Honduras:           Mailing address for Contributions: 
Ellen and Paul VanTongeren       Christian Ref. World Missions 
Apartado Postal #30133            2850 Kalamazoo Ave. SE 
Tegucigalpa, DC Honduras       Grand Rapids, MI 49560 
     Central America               (616) 224-0707 
 
                          To contact Ellen & Paul by email:  
                               pablovt01@hotmail.com 
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